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UM LECTURE EXPLORES THE MEANING OF FREEDOM 
MISSOULA—
“The Privatization of Freedom in America: What It Means for Individuals and 
Democracy” is the title of the next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University 
of Montana.
Orlando Patterson, John Cowles Professor o f  Sociology at Harvard University, will 
present the lecture at 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30, in the University Theatre, located in the UM Fine 
Arts Building.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Patterson will present a seminar in Gallagher 
Business Building Room 123. The seminar is held in conjunction with UM’s Philosophy Forum. 
Both events are free and open to the public.
Patterson is an authority on slavery and race relations in America. The first of his two- 
volume historical sociology, “Freedom in the Making of Western Civilization,” was awarded the 
National Book Award for nonfiction in 1991.
He currently is completing a second volume of his research focused on contemporary 




In his evening lecture, Patterson will discuss his recent research on the deeper meanings 
of freedom held by Americans.
The lecture is co-sponsored by the Martin Luther King Jr. Committee and is a Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration 2006 event.
Patterson earned a doctor of philosophy degree in sociology from the London School of 
Economics in 1965. He then taught at the school and at the University of the West Indies before 
he moved to Harvard during the 1969-70 academic year. He was appointed professor at Harvard 
in 1971.
Patterson received the Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship Award of the American 
Sociological Association in 1983 and was co-winner of the Ralph Bunche Award of the 
American Political Science Association for the best scholarly work on the subject of pluralism.
Before fully committing himself to sociology, Patterson pursued a parallel career as a 
novelist and critic. He has published three novels: “The Children of Sisyphus,” “An Absence of 
Ruins” and “Die the Long Day.”
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